
PORT OF ALLYN 
Regular Meeting 
January 3, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

 The Regular Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Flag Salute via the Zoom 
video-conferencing platform. 

Present were Commissioners Judy Scott, Chair, Ted Jackson, Vice Chair, and John A 
Sheridan. Lary Coppola, Executive Director, LeAnn Dennis, Operations Manager, Sunshine Mars, 
Administrative Assistant, Staff. Holly Cocci, Lobbyist for the Port; Jeff Carey, Brad Carey, Ken 
VanBuskirk, Teri King, Public; and MasonWebTV, Press. 

 
Agenda 
Commissioner JACKSON made a MOTION to APPROVE the agenda. SECONDED by 

Commissioner SHERIDAN. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jeff Carey pointed out year-end revenue didn’t appear to be updated. LeAnn has year-end 
bookkeeping to catch up on. 

 
Brad Carey discussed being muted at the previous meeting and read the Executive Director’s 

apology for doing so into the record. He spoke of the Board First Amendment Rights. He also 
spoke on the $18,000 in the vouchers for legal fees.   

 
Ken VanBuskirk pointed out the Public Hearing needs to be removed from the agenda as it 

wasn’t noticed properly. He called out Commissioner Sheridan who stated he had spoken with 
Mendy Harlow of the Salmon Center to learn more about Sweetwater Park, and said he’d like to 
meet with him as well and explain his opposition. He also pointed out a mistake in the date of the 
Executive Director’s Report, and stated he was one of the two public people mentioned in the 
report that wrote to the County Commissioners about the CEDs List. And he warned about using 
the Zoom chat function, as it is also a Public Record. 

 
Commissioner JACKSON made a MOTION to remove item 10C, the Public Hearing, from the 

agenda. SECONDED by Commissioner SHERIDAN. MOTION CARRIED 
 

CONSENT ITEMS   
All matters listed under Consent Items have been distributed to each member of the 

Commissioner for reading.   
A. Minutes of Regular Meeting December 06, 2021. 

Ken VanBuskirk would like the minutes to be removed for a separate discussion.  
Commissioner Scott allowed this and he said he would like part to be stricken from the record 

during Public Comment, when Mr. Carey was muted. The Executive Director stated in the 
minutes he was under the mistaken impression that Mr. Carey wasn’t allowed to discuss the 
litigation, and Mr. Van Buskirk stated his comment in the minutes wasn’t part of the meeting. 
Commissioner Sheridan questioned that assertion but after review, both he and Commissioner 
Jackson agreed that comment should be stricken. Commissioner Scott asked Mr. Van Buskirk 
why this was so important to him. And he answered because it wasn’t factual. More discussion 
ensued, and it was decided to table the matter until the February meeting so it could be reviewed 
in the meantime and the minutes corrected if necessary. 

The Executive Director then stated why he muted Mr. Carey, and that he wanted it on the 
record, that he has never muted anyone in any of the Port’s Zoom meetings except that time. 

 
  
 



ACTION     
a. Payment of General Fund Vouchers #220101001 to #220101025 for $28,869.19 
b. Payment of Payroll Vouchers #220103001 to #220103000 for $17,091.14 
c. Payment of Water Fund Vouchers #220102001 to #220102003 for $457.12 

   
Commissioner SHERIDAN made a MOTION to APPROVE Action items a, b, & c.  

SECONDED by Commissioner JACKSON. MOTION CARRIED.   
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

Commissioner Ted Jackson Attended the Port meeting and PRTPO where they discussed 
charging stations for EVs. He would like the Executive Director to participate in that discussion 
since he is knowledgeable on that topic. They also discussed the Gorst cleanup.  

 
Commissioner John A. Sheridan. Said he attended the Port meeting, and said he was 

looking forward to meeting with Mendy Harlow from the Salmon Center. He has met at length with 
Mr. VanBuskirk about Sweetwater along with Dr. Brian Peterson. He has also applied for the 
vacant position on the Mason Transit Board.. 

 
Commissioner Judy Scott Attended the Port meeting and the Christmas party. 
  

SECURITY OFFICER REPORT 
*The Executive Director read the report aloud.    

 
EXCUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 *Read Executive Report  

 
OLD BUSINESS 

Commissioner Sheridan commented that he would like to keep an area available at 
Sweetwater Park for semi’s to park if we are discussing fencing that area. There was additional 
discussion about towing liability for abandoned vehicles and it was decided to post tow vehicle 
signage.at the site.  

 
Commissioner Sheridan discussed the tow incident mentioned in the Security Officer’s report. 

It was agreed after a brief discussion that if car breaks down inside the gates and leaves a note 
with contact information then we should not tow them. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Contract Lobbyist Holly Cocci addressed renewal of the contract. This is another three-year 
contract and includes incremental increases of approximately three percent per year over three 
years. Commissioner Sheridan asked if the contract wording was the same as before and. Ms. 
Cocci verified that it is with the slight increase. Commissioner Scott asked about a one-year 
agreement, but  Commissioner Jackson said wouldn’t mind doing at least a two year agreement 
since the legislative sessions are short and long.  Commissioner SHERIDAN made a MOTION to 
approve a two year contract. Commissioner JACKSON SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Ms. Cocci was able to confirm the Long Term Health Care plan won’t be changed until the 
upcoming legislative session, and then she gave an overview of what the expected outcomes will 
be of the legislative session.   

 
There was a brief discussion of WPPA’s upcoming Port Day on the Hill.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Teri King would like to see the meeting materials on the website. The Executive Director stated 
the materials got up on the website in advance of the meetings, but this month the webmaster 
was on vacation, so they didn’t get up until late. 

 



Jeff Carey discussed budget vs. actual. Commissioner Sheridan asked for some clarification 
about Mr. Carey’s thoughts about budget approval process.   
 
GOOD TO THE ORDER 

Commissioner Jackson would like to draft a letter supporting getting our police officers back 
to being to have use of force to uphold the law. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:20 p.m.     

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

  

  

________________________________________    
LeAnn Dennis, Operations Manager    
 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS:  
  
  
  _______________________________________  
Judy Scott, Chair   
  
  
  _______________________________________  
 Ted Jackson, Vice Chair   
  
  
________________________________________  
John Sheridan, Commissioner   


