
 
PORT OF ALLYN 
Regular Meeting 
August 1, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

The Regular Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Flag Salute both in-person and 
via the Zoom video-conferencing platform. Present were Commissioners Judy Scott, Chair, Ted 
Jackson, Vice Chair, and John A Sheridan; Lary Coppola, Executive Director, Sunshine Mars, 
Administrative Assistant, Travis Merrill; Security Officer, Staff; Brad Carey, Bonnie Knight, Richard 
Knight, Phil Wolff, Tari Landsberger, Ken VanBuskirk, Gina Findley, Jennifer Dunkel, Steve 
Dunkel, Public. 
 

Commissioner Scott stated that after attending a Washington Public Ports Association 
Commissioners Seminar where the Open Public Meetings Act and Public Records Act were 
discussed, that Public Comment was required even before approval of the agenda. She then 
opened the meeting for public comment. 

 
Public Comment 
Brad Carey commented upon the lack of a news story about the Port’s settlement of his 

lawsuit. 
Jeff Carey commented upon the Declaration of Authority issue on the agenda, and the 

percentage of the Budget the spending authority comprised.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Scott added an item to the agenda asking to schedule a work session on 
PRPTO grants.  Commissioner SHERIDAN made a MOTION to APPROVE the amended 
Agenda. Commissioner JACKSON SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED  
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS   

a) Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of July 7, 2022 
Commissioner JACKSON made a MOTION to APPROVE the Minutes of July 7, 2022. 

Commissioner SHERIDAN SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED  
 

ACTION ITEMS 
a) Payment of General Fund Vouchers #220802001 to 220802030 for $38,184.96 
b) Payment of Payroll Vouchers: #220801001 to 220801011 for $26,255.47  
c) Payment of Water Fund Vouchers #220803001 to 220803002 For $303.44 
d) Approve the Use of Digital Signatures as needed on all Documents Approved at This 

Meeting   
        Commissioner SHERIDAN made a MOTION to APPROVE the ACTION ITEMS A,B,C,D. 
Commissioner Ted JACKSON SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
     Commissioner Ted Jackson: Attended the Regular Port Meeting of July 7, and the WPPA 
Commissioner’s Seminar in Walla Walla. He mentioned that this was the 22nd or 23rd Allyn Days 
he had participated in and thought it was among the very best. He generously complimented the 
Allyn Days crew and the Port staff for the quality of the event. 
 
Commissioner John A. Sheridan: Attended the Regular Port Meeting of July 7, and he too was 
amazed with how well Allyn Days was organized. He also attended two Mason Transportation 
Authority Board Meetings, and the WPPA Commissioner’s Seminar in Walla Walla. 
 
Commissioner Judy Scott: Attended the Regular Port Meeting of July 7, the Economic 
Development Council meeting, and the WPPA Commissioner’s Seminar in Walla Walla. She 
discussed the issue of the Snake River Dams and outlined the presentation that was presented 
at the meeting. 
 



 
SECURITY OFFICER REPORT 

Travis Merrill read his report, and stated he was chasing people out of the park at night and 
that there have been transient issues in the bathrooms. He also explained how people were 
attempting to cheat on their moorage charges.  
 
EXCUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 

*Read Executive Director Report  
 
OLD BUSINESS  

Oyster House and Sweetwater Park updates (see Executive Director Report). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

The agenda item on updating the Marina Rules along with Resolution 2022-009 were tabled 
until the September meeting. 

 
There was a discussion on amending the Executive Director’s Declaration of Authority that 

would increase his spending authority from $25,000 to $40,000 to align with the new State rules 
on no-bid contracting. The Commission rejected the request but expressed a willingness to revisit 
the issue at a future time.  

 
The date for the September meeting was set for September 7. 
 
The work session requested by Commissioner Scott for potential PRPTO planning grants was 

set for August 10, at 1:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Gina Findley commented upon the issue of receiving a certified letter and having the letter 
posted on her boat demanding she and her husband cease and desist renting their boat, which 
was moored at the Allyn Marina, as an AirB&B.  

 
Ken VanBuskirk commented on his confusion on when the Public Comment section of the 

meeting would be held, and that he contacted all the Commissioners but received no response.  
He then complained about being gaveled down at a previous meeting while others were 

allowed to exceed the 3-minute time limit. We went on to further complain that although he was 
the only member of the public to attend the June 23, Special Meeting, the meeting was not 
recorded even though one Commissioner attended via Zoom, and he disputed the accuracy of 
the minutes. He also stated he believes all meetings that include Zoom participation should be 
recorded.  

He then went on complain further that he had been disparaged by Port officials, and that he 
had read the settlement agreement between Brad Carey and the Port and believed the Port was 
in violation of it.  

He then stated he was not opposed to the Sweetwater Creek project, just certain aspects of 
it and has suggested design changes that don’t include the Peterson parcel. He noted that he had 
walked the property with several past and present Port Commissioners and other officials.  

He then talked about how he got the Port to adopt a policy on text messaging and how he 
asked the Port to take a public position on the EIS and on the gravel pit property zoning, which it 
didn’t do. He also talked about hazard trees on the Sweetwater site and how the Port shouldn’t 
have allowed the volunteers doing the cleanup to access the property. He also reported quad 
tracks and said nothing had been done about posting the upper part of the property and asked 
that the Port’s attorney give him a call. 

 
Jeff Carey asked if the sound could be improved for future meetings 
 
Bonnie Knight, commented on the success of Allyn Days. She also noted that the Fire District 

had honored her husband, Richard Knight for his 55 years of service by dedicating a new fire 
engine in his name. She also commented on the Public Comment section of the meetings and 



 
that in her opinion if Public Comment is going to be at the beginning of the meeting, business 
items should be announced at one meeting and considered at a later meeting. 

 
Jennifer Dunkel spoke in support of the Port’s security cameras. She stated she is a member 

of the local Republicans and believes ballot drop box security is a critical issue and hopes her 
group could have access to any available security camera footage showing the ballot drop boxes.  

 
Richard Knight commented briefly on the history Fire Department         

 
GOOD TO THE ORDER 

Executive Director Lary Coppola commented on the need to eventually change the Port’s 
water metering to electronic in the future and on cross-connection controls. 

 
Commissioner Scott spoke about the late Mark Woytowich and his work on both the Oyster 

House and park cleanups. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:56 PM.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
Sunshine Mars, Recorder   
 
 
COMMISSIONERS:  
  
  
  _______________________________________  
Judy Scott, Chair   
  
  
  _______________________________________  
 Ted Jackson, Vice Chair   
  
  
________________________________________  
John Sheridan, Commissioner   


